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“Rome & Heaven”
Acts 28:14-31



I. A Strange Ending? 

A) Luke is Precise Author 
Luke 1:1-4

B) Purposely Open Ended
		
Why? __________________________________________



II. Beyond Rome  


A) It is the Beginning not the End


B) Gospel Recipients are Heaven Bound

	2 Corinthians 1:9-10; 2 Corinthians 4:8-9; Revelation 21:3-5  



III. A Consistent Message 


A) Same Gospel


B) Same Results
	
 

C) Same Plan 
Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19-20


Acts 28:14-31  And so we came to Rome…

Acts 23:11  The following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome."

Acts 28:14-31  And so we came to Rome…

Romans 15:23-24  But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you,  24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.

Acts 28:14-31  And so we came to Rome… 23  When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.  24 And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved.  25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: "The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:  26 "'Go to this people, and say, You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.  27 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.'  28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen."  29   30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him,  31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

 “I may fairly claim to have entered on this investigation without prejudice in favour of the conclusion which I shall now seek to justify to the reader. On the contrary, I began with a mind unfavorable to it...but more recently I found myself brought into contact with the Book of Acts as an authority for the topography, antiquities, and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually borne upon me that in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth. In fact, beginning with a fixed idea that the work was essentially a second century composition, and never relying on its evidence as trustworthy for first century conditions, I gradually came to find it a useful ally in some obscure and difficult investigations … Luke is a historian of first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy...this author should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.” William Ramsay

2 Corinthians 1:9-10  Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.  10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.

Revelation 21:3-5  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."  5 And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new."

Colossians 1:28-29  Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

25"The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:  26 "'Go to this people, and say, You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.  27 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.'  28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen."    

Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 28:19-20  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
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